


decrease in the number of draft animals
early in the century (Figure 9.3). More
recently, domestic animals, which
account for most of the demand for
grazed forage, also have been declining
in number (Figure 9.4). The inventory of
all cattle and calves reached u4)1h in the
mid-1970s and has declined in each cen-
sus year since. Sheep numbers reached
their peak before 1945 and have been
declining since; in 1992, the sheep popu-



national defense, and urban settlements
has increased throughout the United
States since 1949 (Figure 9.6).

Land in urban areas totaled 58.8 mil-
lion acres in 1992, up from 46.8 million
acres in 1980. During the 1980s, urban
areas absorbed an average of about

860,000 acres per year from other land
uses. In the 1970s, by contrast, an average
of 1.3 million acres per year were lost to
urban areas. 

Land Ownership

Of the 1.9 billion acres in the lower 48
states and Hawaii, about 72 percent—
nearly 1.4 billion acres, or almost three
out of every four acres of U.S. land
area—is privately owned (Figure 9.7). In
the 11 Western states, the percentage of
private land ownership is lower than in
other states; this is because the federal
government has historically owned high-
er percentages of lands in this area, rang-
ing from 28 percent federal ownership in
Montana to 83 percent in Nevada. The
federal government also owns a large por-
tion of the land in Alaska. Since 1959,

Local  and Regional  Resource  Conservat ion

C H A P T E R  N I N E 171







The Cost of Sprawl. Many studies
have found that typical new develop-
ments characterized by large lots and sin-
gle-family homes increase public costs
compared to more compact development
with mixed-use urban and town center
planning.

For example, a 1989 study by the
Urban Land Institute found that provid-
ing services to a three-unit per acre devel-
opment 10 miles from employment and
other centers would cost an estimated
$8,000 more per house than a 12-unit per
acre development located closer to facili-
ties. An American Farmland Trust study
of Loudoun County, Virginia, found that
net public costs were about three times
greater at a density of 1 unit per five acres
compared with a density of 4.5 units per
acre.

Designing Sustainable Communi-
ties. Confronted with the future prospect
of growth and development, many com-
munities across the country are using
planning, visioning exercises, the devel-
opment of indicators, and other tools to
forge a new balance between growth and
stewardship.

The best-known example is in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, where a “Visions
2000” initiative in 1984 brought together
thousands of residents to talk about the
state of the city and their vision of the







vation Guidelines were designed to com-
plement the Interior Department propos-
al and provide guidance for the various
stakeholders. Together, these two docu-
ments provide a blueprint for the devel-
opment of 10 subregional preserves in
Southern California. In addition, the
state Fish and Game Department and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service signed a
memorandum of understanding that
eliminates the redundancy of parallel reg-
ulatory requirements. The Fish and
Wildlife Service also provided a formal
assurance that nonfederal landowners
with approved multispecies plans will not
be subjected to further land-use restric-
tions or mitigation requirements if addi-
tional species are listed or other regulato-
ry action is required. 

The next step is to develop plans for
preserves. Some 30 projects in San Diego
County and 8 in Orange County are in
advanced stages of review for consistency
with preserve guidelines. In San Diego
County, three subregional plans are being
considered: the Multi-Species Conserva-
tion Program, which covers 580,000 acres
in the city of San Diego and southwestern
San Diego County; the North County
Multiple Habitat Conservation Program,
which covers 610,000 acres in 10 of the
county’s northernmost jurisdictions; and a
third plan covering 1 million acres, most
of which are owned by the U.S. Forest

Service and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and by the county park and recre-
ation department. In Orange County, two
plans covering about 340,000 acres are
under way. 

Limited financial resources for needed
land acquisition present a difficult chal-
lenge for these conservation plans. The
Interior Department has provided some
federal support through the Endangered
Species Act. The state has encouraged
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